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LIBKARY 


Council  Offices s 
STURMIN3TER  NE^7TON, 
Dorset, 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  d  Councillors 
Shaftesbury  Boroueh  Council. 


Madam  &  Gentlemen , 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 

1949. 


The  report  is  prepared  and  will  be  circulated  in  accordance 
with  the  requirements  of  Article  17(5)  of  the  Sanitary  Officers 
(outside  London)  Regulations  1935. 

The  report  shows  that  the  health  of  the  Borough  during  the 
year  has  remained  good  and  that  there  has  been  no  undue  incidence 
of  serious  infectious  disease. 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Toasdale,  your  Sanitary  Inspector,  for 
his  Co-operation  and  help  during  the  year,  and  for  his  assistance 
in  preparing  this  report,  and  to  my  clerk,  Miss  L.  Davidge,  for 
her  efficient  services  throughout  the  year. 

I  would  also  like  to  thank  you.  Madam  C:  Gentlemen,  for 
your  courtesy  and  consideration  throughout  the  year. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 


Your  obedient  Servant, 
Medical  officer  of  Health. 


SHAFTESBURY  BOROUGH  COUNCIL. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  I.fiilDIC.AL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  YEAR 


1  9  4  9. 


A.  Area  -  1078  acres. 

Rateable  value  -  £20,758 
Production  of  a  penny  rate  -  £84. 

Vital  Statistics. 

Population  (Registrar  General’s  Estimate)  -  3,446 


LIVE  BIRTHS. 

Male. 

Total  (47)  22 

Legitimate  22 
Illegitimate 

Pciiial 

25 

24 

1 

e , 

)  Rato  per 
)  resident 
)  =  13.6 

Comparative  figures 
(a)  North  Dorset  (b) 

1,000 

pop; 

14.6 

for 

England  & 

v/ales 

16.7 

STILLBIRTHS 

Total  (1)  1 

** 

Rate  per 
resident 
=  0.3 

1,000 
pop ; 

0.2 

0.39 

DEATHS 

Total  (45)  21 

24 

Rate  per 
resident 
=  13.0 

1,000 

pop; 

10.  2 

11.7 

Deaths  in 
infants  under 
one  year  (Nil)  - 

-■ 

Infantile  death 
rate  per  1,000 

'  live  births  Nil  23. 1 

32. 

Deaths  from  Tuberculosis 

Deaths  from  maternal  causes 

Deaths  froia  diarrhoea  in  infants 

1 

-  Nil 

-  Nil 

B.  Personal  Health  Services  in  the  district. 

The  personal  Health  Services,  and  the  Ambulance  Service  are 
administered  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  (through  the  Regional  Hospital 
Board)  or  by  the  Dorset  County  Council.  I  do  not  feel  that  it  is 
necessary  to  draw  your  attention  to  any  matters  concerned  with  these 
services,  other  than  to  say  that  since  the  closure  of  Alcester  House, 
St.  James,  during  the  year,  there  is  no  hospital  accommodation  for  the 
aged  chronic  sick,  or  Institutional  accomiiiodat ion  for  Part  III  cases 
under  the  National  Assistance  Act  1948  within  the  Borough,  or  within 
reasonable  distance  of  the  Borough*  The  lack  of  such  accommodation, 
particularly  with  regard  to  hospital  cases  is  of  serious  concern  to 
the  medical  practitioners  in  the  Borough. 

Laboratory  Services.  The  County  Laboratory  has  continued  to  render 
hlepful  and  efficient  services  during  the  year.  The  services  of  the 
Laboratory  are  available  for  the-  examination  of  water,  milk  and  ice 
cream  samples  and  for  various  investigations  in  connection  with  the 
control  of  infectious  disease.  A  copy  of  all  reports  sent  by  the 
Laboratory  to  hospitals  or  private  medical  practitioners  in  the 
district,  which  may  be  of  public  health  interest,  are  sent  to  your 
Medical  Officer  and  are  of  particular  value  to  him. 
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G.  Environmental  Health  Services. 


Sanitary  circumstances  of  the  district  - 

1.  SAMTil^.Y  STAFF. 

Sanitary  Inspector  -  part-time 

Yilliam  N.  Teasdale,  M. S. I. A. jM.R.San, I , ,Cert. S.I . B. 

Certificate  of  R.S.I.  and  San. Insp. Exam, 

Joint  Boards  Inspector  of  Meat  and  Other 
Poods.  Appointed  1*6,48. 

Clerical  staff  -  One  whole  time  clerk. 

The  statistics  which  follow  in  the  report  reflect  the  increased 
attention  which  has  been  paid  to  the  supervision  of  the  sanitary 
duties  of  the  Borough,  and  I  think  that  the  Sanitary  Inspector  is  to 
be  congratulated  on  the  amount  of  work  done  in  this  connection, 
bearing  in  mind  his  other  responsibilities.  Nevertheless,  the 
sanitary  supervision  of  the  Borough  is  not  yet  adequate  and  cannot 
become  so  as  long  as  the  Sanitary  Inspector  has  to  devote  so  much 
of  his  time  to  other  duties. 

2.  WATER  SUPPLY. 

Quantity.  A  serious  decrease  in  the  j^ield  from  the  deep  well  at 
Barton  Hill  was  noticed  towards  the  end  of  May,  and  by  mid  June  the 
supply  began  to  fall  below  the  consumption  to  such  an  extent  that 
restrictions  had  to  be  enforced,  prom  mid  Juno  the  water  supply  was 
cut  off  from  10  p.m,  to  7  a.m,  daily  and  from  the  end  of  September, 
from  6  p.m,  to  7  a.m.  daily.  Those  restrictions  on  the  domestic 
supply  have  been  of  great  hardship  to  many  domestic  consumers, 
including  the  residential  schools  in  the  town. 

During  the  year  the  yield  of  the  well  dropped  from  105,000  gallons 
daily  to  89,000  gallons,  and  very  little  improvement  can  be 
anticipated  over  the  now  twelve  months.  Whilst  it  is  hopes  that 
temporary  augiaentation  of  the  town  supply  will  be  able  to  be  afforded 
in  the  near  future,  from  the  Shaftesbury  R,D.G»  ,  the  town  v/ill  not 
have  a  supply  adequate  for  its  purposes  until  the  nev/  scheme  of 
supply  from  the  Stubhampton  borehole  has  boon  completed. 

The  annual  yield  of  the  existing  well  for  1949  was  36,036,000 
gallons,  of  which  5,601,000  gallons  went  to  metered  supplies  for 
agricultural,  industrial,  hotel  and  educational  establishments, 
leaving  30,435,900  gallons  for  individual  domestic  supplies. 

No  nev/  mains  wore  laid  during  the  year,  although  several  extensions 
v/ere  commenced.  Serious  inconvenience  v/as  experienced  from  consumers 
in  the  Coppice  Street  area,  and  at  the  Boys  Granunar  School,  due  to 
inadequate  pressures.  There  are  proposals  calculated  to  overcome 
these  difficulties. 

Quality.  During  the  year  8  samples  of  the  towns  water  supply  were 
submitted  for  bacteriological  examination,  and  1  for  chemical 
examination.  Throughout  the  year  the  quality  of  the  water  continued 
to  remain  satisfactory. 

Domestic  supply.  1057  houses  (iiaving  an  approximate  population  of 
3,300y~  are  served  with  a  public  piped  supply  into  the  house.  55 
houses  (having  an  approximate  population  of  200)  arc  served  by  outside 
standpipes  from  the  public  supply. 

New  connections  were  made  as  under;- 


fi)  domestic  use . 17 

fii)  agricultural  purposes .  3 

(iii)  other  purposes .  1 
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3.  DRAINAGE  &  SEVi/ERAGE. 


Littlo  improvement  has  been  mode  in  the  seware  disposal  of  the 
town,  the  exist inp;  broad  irrif^ation  system  continued  to  produce  its 
usual  difficulties. 


A  considerable  len[;th  of  the  outfall  sewer  at  Holjrrood  Farm  had 
to  bo  replaced  during  the  year  due  to  silting  and  blockage. 

heavy  atoms  resulted  in  considerable  overflov;in^:  of  sewage  on 
land  at  the  bottom  of  Shooters  Lane.  A  sewer  in  that  area, 
constructed  some  time  ago,  had  been  little  used  and  proposals  are 
now  in  haiid  to  make  thu  necessai-’y  connections  to  bring  this  into 
use  to  alleviate  the  position. 

The  crude  outfall  at  Enmore  Gruon  has  been  taken  in  hand  and  work 
is  in  progress  to  construct  a  Faeries  of  sediuientation  and  filtration 
tanl:s  to  overcome  the  problem  in  that  area. 

Following  complaints  ac;  to  the  operation  of  the  broad  irrigation 
systeiii  at  Pa3/-nuG  Place  Farm,  the  si^stem  is  to  be  renovated  and  put 
in  order  as  far  as  conditions  permit,  but  'now  sewerage  disposal 
scheme  for  the  Borough  is  urgentlj?-  needed  and  it  is  hoped  that  the 
scheme  now  before  the  Ministry  of  health  will  receive  approval  and 
be  implemented  in  the  near  future. 

4.  PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

(a)  House  Refuse.  A  weekly  collection  of  house  refuse  is  carried 
out  b3?-  the  C ounc il  whi ch  is  disposed  of  b^r  controlled  tipping. 

(b)  Salvage.  A  separate  collection  of  salvage  was  carried  out, 

but  this  was  discontinued  at  the  beginning  of  June  as  it  was  no  longer 
an  economic  proposition. 

The  quantity  of  salvage  collected  was  ~ 

t  ons .  cwts. 

V/aste  paper  ^ 

Textiles  11^ 

scrap  Metal  8.  14. 

5.  RIVERS  &  STREAMS  POLLUTION. 

There  have  been  several  grounds  for  complaint  with  regard  to  cattle 
watering'  streams  and  improvised  measures  have  had  to  be  put  in  hand, 
together  v/itli  the  provision  of  a  piped  water  supply  for  cattle. 

No  material  improvement  in  this  connection,  of  a  permanent  nature  can, 
however,  be  expected  until  new  sewerage  disposal  works,  referred  to 
above,  have  been  approved  and  completed. 

6.  SHOPS  ACTS. 


No.  of  inspections  carried  out . ' . 7 

No,  of  defects  found . 1 

No,  of  notices  served . 1 

No,  of  notices  complied  with . 1 


7.  FACTORIES  ACT,  1957. 

No.  of  premises  Inspections.  Written 
on  register.  Notices, 

(i)  pactorius  in  which  Sections 
1,2, 3, 4  &  6  are  to  be  enforced 

by  the  Local  Authority  4  _  ~ 

fii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  ivhich  Section  7  is 

enforced  'by  Local  Authority  19  16  1 


Total 


23 


16 


1 


No.  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  - 


Pound. 

Remedied. 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

2 

2 

Sanitary  Conveniences  - 
Unsuitable  or  defective 

1 

1 

Total  - 

3 

3 

8.  SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

No  action  was  called,  for  or  taken  durina  the  year, 

9.  SWIMMING-  BATHS . 

Use  could  not  be  niado  of  the  public  sv/imming  bath  cat  Bear  ton  Hill 
during  1949  in  so  far  as  there  was  not  a  sufficient  supply  of  pure 
v/ater  available  to  fill  the  bath  due  to  the  acute  shortage  of  water 
being  experienced  in  the  town. 

10.  GAACPING  SITES. 

One  site  was  temporarily  licensed  for  the  period  of  one  year. 

11.  VERMINOUS  PREMISE 3 . 

No  action  was  called  for  or  taken  during  the  year. 

12.  RATS  &  MICE. 


Very  fev/  complaints  have  been  received  frora  occupiers  of  private 
dwellings,  possibly  due  to  the  cancellation  by  the  Council  of  the 
Ministry  of  Pood  scheme  and  grant  for  such  control. 

Numerous  complaints  have,  hov/ever,  been  received  from  various 
trade  premises  although  routine  treatment  of  the  sewers,  refuse 
tip  and  other  Council  property,  has  yielded  satisfactory  results, 

13.  RAG  FLOCK  ACTS  1911  -  1922. 

No  action  was  called  for  or  taken  during  the  year. 

14.  SCHOOLS  (INCLUDING  SCHOOL  Ci^NTEENS)> 

Supervision  of  the  hygione  of  schools  and  school  canteens  in  the 
area  was,  in  the  main,  carried  out  by  the  County  Health  Department, 

During  the  year  the  old  British  Restaurant  at  Park  Walk  was  closed 
down  and  demolition  commenced.  The  school  canteen  was  then 
transferred  from  this  building  to  the  new  canteen  erected  at  the 
Girls  Secondary  Modern  School. 

15.  NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948  ~  SECTION  47. 

It  was  not  necessary  to  intiate  action  under  Section  47  of  the 
above  mentioned  Act  in  respect  of  any  case  in  the  Borough  during  the 
year. 

16.  HOUSING. 

Inspection  of  dwelling  houses  during  the  year  - 

(Figures  in  parenthesis  are  the  comparative  figures  for  the 
preceding  year) 


(1)  fa^  No,  of  liouses  inspected  during  the  year . 183  (49) 

(  b)  No,  of  inspections  made . S40  (130) 


(2)  No#  of  inforiml  notices  servod. . . 76  (30j 

f  2^  No.  of  inforrail  notices  complied  with, .  . . . 60  (18) 

(3)  No.  of  statutory  notices  servod .  7  (Nil) 

(4)  No.  of  statutory  notices  complied  with .  7  (Nil) 

(3)  (1)  No.  of  houses  reported  under  Section  11  of  the 

Housin^i  Act  1936 .  7  (Nil) 

(2)  Action  taken  by  the  Local  .lUthority  in  respect 
of  such  houses  - 

(a)  Demolition  Orders  made . 2  (Nil) 

(b)  Undertaking  accepted  for  - 

n.)  Closure .  2  (Nil) 

(Ji)  re-conditionin£ . Nil 

(c)  Other  action . Nil 


(4)  Overcrowding. 

(1)  No.  of  cases  of  ’statutorj?-  overcrowding’  found  and 


repoi’ted  to  Local  Authority . . .  2 

(2)  No.  of  cases  of  overcrowding  abated . Nil 

(3;  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling  houses 
have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local 
Authority/-  have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of 
overcrowding . . . Nil 


Total  number  of  working  class  houses  in  the  district . 1112 


Provision  of 

new  houses  and  re-hous 

iag. 

No.  of  house 

s  provided  by  the  local 

authority  - 

Temporary 

Traditional 

P pc fab. 

Type . 

Others 

During  1949 

4 

4 

Post-ViTar 

30 

34 

12 

No.  of  houses  held  under  requisition  at  the  end  of  the  year . 8 

No.  of  houses  on  which  D'^molition  or  Closing  Orders 
had  ■been  made ,  occupied  under  licence  at  the  end  of  the  year. .. .Nil 

No.  of  families  re-choused  during  the  year  by  the  local 
authority, . . . 9 

During  the  year  3  recommendations  for  the  granting  of  priority  on 
medical  grounds'  in  connection  with  their  application  for  a.  Council 
house,  were  made  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  respect  of  the 
conditions  under  which  9  applicants  v/ero  living,  following  inspections 
carried  out  by  him. 

The  practical  effect  of  the  Rent  Restriction  Acts  and  the  limitation 
imposed  by  licensing  restrictions  continue  to  make  it  difficult  to 
obtain  adequate  repair  and  reconditioning  of  sub-standard  property. 

No  applications  wure  received  for  improvement  grants,  made  available 
under  the  Hourjj.ng  Act  1949  (vfhich  came  into  operation  on  the  1st  October) 
and  no  applicat .i.on  was  received  under  Section  2  of  the  Act  to  obtain  the 
quashing’  of  a  I/.mcA.ition  Order  made  on  houses  subsequently  rendered  fit 
for  human  habitation. 

During  the  year  a  survey  of  the  sub-standard  propertjr  in  the 
Borough  was  commenced.  A  preliminary  survey  of  26  dwellings  was 
carried  out  and  a  detailed  inspection  of  9.  7  of  the  latter  wore 
represented  to  you  under  Section  11  of  the  Housing  Act  1936  for  closure, 
demolition  or  reconditioning.  It  is  hoped  that  the  survey  can  be 
Continued  without  interruption, so  that  the  least  habitable  properties  in 
the  Borough  can  be  dealt  with.  The  majority  of  the  worst  houses  in  the 
Borough  are  concentrated  in  one  area,  and  consideration  ’will  have  to  be 
given,  on  completion  of  the  survey,  as  to  how  this  area  can  best  be 
dealt  v/ith. 

This  is  important  because  so  long  as  the  houses,  quite  unfit  for 
human  occupation  by  present  day  standards,  continue  to  be  used,  the 
housing  problem  in  your  Borough  will  never  bo  solved. 


Although  only  4  new  houses  v/ere  completed  last  year,  it  is  hoped 
that  a  further  26  now  houses  will  be  available  during  the  coming 
twelve  months.  Further  houses  will  undoubtedly  bo  req.uired  before  the 
general  standard  of  housing  in  the  Borough  can  be  considered  to  be 
satisfactory. 

17.  INSPEGTIOIT  &  SUPBRVIvBION  OF  FOOD  SUPPLIES. 


1.  MILK. 


On  the  1st  October  the  Milk  &  Dairies  Act  of  1944  camo  into 
operation^  tc;;ethor  y/ith  the  regulations  made  under  that  ^iCt.  The 
effect  of  the  /iCt,  as  far  as  your  Council  is  concerned,  is  to  transfer 
to  the  County  Council  your  responsibilities  with  regard  to  the  super¬ 
vision  of  pa s Leurisation  plants  and  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  & 
Fisheries  !:h^.  supervision  of  the  hj'-gicnic  methods  of  milk  production 
on  the  farm.  Under  the  ;.ct  you  continued  to  be  responsible  for  the 
hygienic  method  of  milk  distribution  within  your  district  and  for  the 
control  of  milk  supplies  where  there  are  reasonable  grounds  for 
believing  that  rnilk-borne  disease  has  bo-en,  or  is  likely  to  be,  caused 
by  the  consumption  of  milk  sold  within  your  district.  The  statistics 
under  paragraph  (^;)  belov/  relate  to  the  period  of  the  year  up  to  the 
1st  October  and  paragraph  (b)  subsequent  to  the  1st  October, 

Figures  in  parenthesis  are  the  comparative  figures  for  the 
preceding  year. 

A.  (a)  Milk  &  Dairies  Order  1926. 


No.  of  farms  in  the  district  registered  for  milk 

production . . . 12  (13) 

No.  of  farms  producing  designated  milk  - 
(a)  Tuberculin  Tested . Nil  (Nil) 


No.  of  farms  producing  non-designated  milk .  9  (10^ 

No.  registered  dairymen  (cowkeepers  &  milk  sellers) . 15  (15) 

No.  registered  as  wholesale, . . . 10  (H) 

”  ”  retailers .  3  ^2) 

"  ”  wholesale  and  retailers .  2  (2) 

(b)  Cowsheds  and  Milk  Shops. 

No.  of  inspections  made  during  the  year . 12  (18) 

No.  of  cases  in  which  contravention  of  the 

regulations  were  found., .  1(1) 

No.  of  prosecutions  undertaken . . . .Nil  (Nil) 


( ^ )  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order  1936  -  1941. 

No,  of  licences  granted  during  the  year  - 


Tube-'^cri.lin  Tested  - 

Deali^rs . 

Supple  iim  n  t  a  r  y . 

paster  ri.  sod  - 

Dealers. ............ 

.......  Nil 

Supplementa  ry . 

Milk  d.  pairios  Regulations  1949. 

No,  of  'dairies’  in  the  district  subject  to  registration . 1 

No,  of  'distributors’  in  the  district  subject  to 
registration . . .  . . . . 2 

( b )  Milk  (Special  Designations) (pasteurised  d  Sterilised  Milk) 


Regulations  1949. 

No,  of  dealers  subject  to  licence . 2 

( )  Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations  1949. 

No.  of  dealers  subject  to  licence . . . 1 


page  6 


IvTilk  'Samplln,''% 


No,  of  samples  taken  and  submitted  for  examination  during  the  year  - 


Tuberculin  Tested . Nil 

Accredited . Nil 

pasteurised . Nil 

Ungraded . Nil 


It  v/ill  be  noted  that  no  milk  samples  were  taken  on  your  behalf 
during  the  year,  I  had  to  report  the  same  deficiency  last  year. 

In  order  that  some  knowledge  may  be  obtained  with  regard  to  the 
qualitjr  of  the  milk  supplies  in  your  district,  arrangements  have  been 
made  with  the  County  Medical  officer  for  the  results  of  all  the  milk 
samples  taken  in  your  district  on  behalf  of  the  County  Council,  to  be 
notified  to ' your  Medical  Officer-  of  Health  and  Sanitary  Inspector, 
and  for  these  samples  to  include  ones  normally  taken  by  the  District 
Council. 

2.  Other  Food  Preiaises. 


No,  of  premises  in  the  district  subject  to  Section  13 

of  the  Pood  &  Drugs  ^xCt  1938 . . . 

No.  of  such  premises  inspected  during  the  year . 

No.  of  premises  in  the  district  subject  to  registration 

under  Section  14  of  the  Food  &  Drugs  Act  1936 . 

No.  of  such  premises  inspected  during  the  year . 

No.  of  samples  of  ice  cream  taken  and  submitted  for 
Methylene  Blue  test . 


53  (28) 
37  (17) 

18  (11 
18  (11 

19  (4) 


Resul ts 


No. 


Grade  1 
Grade  2 
Grade  3 
Grade  4 


12  (Nil 
5  (Nil 
2  (Nil 
Nil  (4) 


Prom  the  above  figures  it  will  be  seen  that  greater  attention  has 
boon  paid  during  the  past  year  to  the  hygiene  of  premises  where  food 
for  sale  is  prepared  and  sold.  In  the  majority  of  those  promises  a 
reasonable  standard  of  hygiene  was  found  to  exist.  In  others,  improve¬ 
ments  have  boon  obtained.  There  still  remains  a  small  number  which  arc 
ill  adapted  for  the  use  to  which  they  arc  put,  and  in  which  it  is 
doubtful  if  the  standard  of  hygiene  to  be  expected  can  be  achieved. 
Consideration  will  have  to  be  given  as  to  the  future  use  of  such 
premises. 


Meat  Inspection. 

(a)  Slaughterhouses  -  Nil. 

(b)  Butchers  and  other  shops  - 
Quantities  condemned 


Other  Pood 


Beef 

Bone  taint 

538  lbs. 

Beef 

-  Tuberculosis 

lOU  '» 

8f  '' 

137i 

Veal 

Bruising 

Mutton 

Bone  taint 

Pork 

-  Pyaemia 

51  ” 

Total  - 

816|  lbs 

Tinned  meat 

25  lbs. 

Tinned  vegetables 

65^  " 

Tinned  milk 

59  ” 

Tinned  fish 

36f  " 

34|  " 

Tinned  fruit 

Preserved  fruit 

134  ” 

Tinned  bacon 

2  ” 

Fresh  bacon 

47  >' 

Sausages 

13  " 

Cheese 

23  ’• 

Total  - 
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18.  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 


No.  of  investigations  carried  out . . . Nil 

No,  of  disinfections  carried  out . . . Nil 

19.  SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  INSFEGT13NS  GMiaED  OUT.  • 

Total  No,  of  inspections  (under  all  headings) . 863  (663^ 

"  "  Informal  notices  served . 158 

”  ”  Informal  notices  complied  with . 121  (24) 

"  Statutory  notices  served . . . 7  (Nil) 

'*  "  Statutors'"  notices  complied  with, . 7  (Nil) 

No,  of  prosecutions . . . Nil  (Nil) 


D.  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASE  ( OTIlER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS) 

Incidence  - 


Disease, 


Total  Gases 
Notified, 


Total  Deaths. 


Measles 

\lhooping  cough 
Scarlet  fever 

Tuberculosis. 


55 

1 

3 


1 


New  Gases 

Respiratory,  Non-Re spira to ry. 


Deaths 

Respiratory.  Non-Re spiratory. 


9 


Nil 


1 


Nil 


Food  Poisoning. 

One  outbreak  of  suspected  food  poisoning  v/as  notified  during 
the  year  at  a  residential  Institution  where  22  residents  were 
affected.  The  outbreak  was  short  lived  and  the  symptoms  from 
which  the  patients  suffered  were  not  severe. 

E.  THE  ’PROBLEM  FAMILY*. 

I  have  not  previously  referred  in  ray  reports  to  the,  as  yet, 
unsolved  problem  of  social  medicine  -  the  ’problem’  or  ’sub-standard’ 
family. 

As  h  housing  authority  j^ou  are  faced  with  Ei  peculiar  problem 
when  dealing  with  such  families.  On  the  one  hand,  you  have  a 
statutory  duty  to  re-house  those  persons  in  your  district  who  are 
in  the  greatest  need  of  satisfactory  housing  conditions,  and  the 
’problem’  family  is  usually  in  such  need.  On  the  other  hand,  if 
as  housing  authority  you  do  your  duty  to  such  families,  only  too 
often  are  3rou  likely  to  find  yourself  having  to  turn  out  such  a 
family  from  one  of  your  Council  houses  for  arrears  of  rent,  and  in 
addition,  you  find  3^ourself  left  with  a  house  requiring  extensive 
repair  and  re-decoration  before  it  can  again  be  let.  All  this  makes 
a  not  inconsiderable  charge  to  your  Housing  Revenue  Account, 

Soi.ie  ’problem'  families  undoubtedly  improve  when  re-housed  in 
more  satisfactory  accomiiiodation,  but  unfortunate  13/'  too  man3/'  fall  to 
do  so  and  remain  a  social  problem.  Present  legislation  falls  short 
of  re quireiiien t s  toward  the  rehabilitation  of  ’problein’  families, 
and  so  the  only  practical  stop  which  can  at  lorescnt  be  taken  is 
close  Co— ope rci t i on  between  Gount37'  Districts  and  County  Councils  in 
order  that  as  much  as  possible  may  be  done  within  these  restrictive 
poworo  to  prevent  tne  deterioration  in  homo  conditions,  before  the 
conditions  have  become  so  bad  as  to  justify  a  prosecution  of  the 
parents  for  neglect  of  the  children,  and  removal  of  the  children 
from  the  home.  This  is  unsatisfac tor3^,  in  so  far  as  the  removal  of 
the  children  from  their  home  should  be  the  last,  and  not  the  first, 
step  in  the  rehabilitation  of  the  family. 
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The  only  two  practical  contributions  I  can  see  which  a  housing 
authority  alone  can  make  toward  the  solution  of  the  problem  are  as 
follows : - 

1,  The  provision  of  ’half-way  house’  accommodation.  This  might  bo  in 
the  form  of  converted  hutted  camps  or  re-conditioned  cottage  property 
having  reasonable  sanitary  facilities,  and  which  can  be  let  at  a  lower 
cost  than  the  ordinary  Council  house.  Inadequately  housed  ’problem’ 
families  can  be  re-housed  in  such  ’half-way  house’  accommodation  until 
they  prove  themselves  capable  of  improving  their  standard  of  living 
sufficiently  to  justify  their  transfer  to  an  ordinary  Council  house. 

2,  The  adjustment  of  their  Council  house  rents  in  accordance  v/ith  the 
means  of  the  occupiers,  or  alternatively  the  granting  of  rebates  to 
those  who  are  unable  to  afford  the  standard  rent.  When  the  ’problem’ 
family  includes  a  large  number  of  children  of  school  age,  and  the  only 
working  member  of  the  family  is  the  father,  it  is  not  unusual  to  find 
that  the  family  cannot  pay  its  way,  arrears  of  rent  accumulate  and 
the  family  as  a  result  lose  their  home. 

The  prevention  of  the  ’problem’  family  and  the  rehabilitation  of 
such  families  long  before  they  come  to  the  notice  of  the  Magistrates’ 
Court  would  be  a  material  contribution  toward  the  reduction  of 
juvenile  delinquency. 


NOEL  P.  PEARSON 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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